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Minister in Washington had received orders to kidnap
him and return him intact to the Dowager Empress
for her pleasure, so he immediately transferred his
attentions to the English whom, he had been informed,
were always sympathetic toward the oppressed. All
the while he proceeded disguised, and he was still
disguised when he was approached by a Chinese in
London who proved to be affability itself. Almost
before he realized it, he was inside an imposing
house, and the house proved to be the Chinese
Legation,
Here he was held prisoner for ten days, while
arrangements were being made to smuggle him to
a Chinese vessel in the Thames. A servant in the
Legation eventually spoke of the prisoner within the
walls, and the British Foreign Office was informed.
The police could not enter the Legation, but they
could place men around it to prevent smuggling,
and eventually Dr. Sun was given his freedom when
the impossibility of transhipping him to the docks
was realized.
From London, Sun Yat Sen went to Singapore,
and then, again disguised, returned to China where,
with a large sum on his head, he travelled the country
as a Japanese, a Chinese coolie, and as a pedlar.
When it was safe he spoke, and he continued to
speak until it was again necessary for him to make
a long journey. Once more he turned up in America,
where he enrolled cadets among the considerable
Chinese population and carried out drills in back
gardens and in enclosed halls.
Then came the Boxer Rebellion, and the Empress